






Building 15, 634-3300

Welcome to Okinawa!  The following information will help you understand our relationship with our host country under the SOFA and the importance of acting responsibly on and off base.

SOFA – What is it?: The Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) is an agreement between the US and Japan that spells out the privileges, rights, and responsibilities of all military members, civilian employees, and your dependants.

What does it mean to have SOFA status?  Having SOFA status allows you to receive benefits like 1) exemptions from certain local taxes 2) exemptions from certain passport, visa, and immigration regulations, and 3) special recognition of US forces drivers’ licenses.  But being a SOFA member also means that you and your dependents are obligated to respect and follow Japanese law, as well as US military law.
Japanese have Primary Jurisdiction: If you or your dependants violate Japanese law, the Japanese have the right to prosecute you even if the violation occurred on base.  Even though you may be an AF member or an AF dependent, the Japanese – not the Air Force – have the first choice to prosecute you for the crime.

Your Rights: Your rights under the SOFA are different from your rights back in the US.  For example, you have no right to have your attorney or supervisor present when the police question you, and your right to remain silent can be used against you.  ALWAYS BE COURTEOUS AND RESPECTFUL!

The Japanese Criminal Justice System: Unlike in the US, the Japanese can put a suspect in jail for up to 23 days before being formally charged.  Teenagers are no exception!  They too, can be arrested and jailed immediately, and for even longer periods of time.

Driving Under the Influence:  Japanese law has different categories of alcohol related driving offenses.  If the Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) is between 0.03 to 0.079 percent, the maximum punishment is 3 years imprisonment or 500,000 yen fine.  If the BAC is .08 or above, the maximum punishment is 5 years imprisonment or a 1,000,000 yen fine.  Additionally, rejecting an alcohol sobriety test can lead to 3 months confinement or 500,000 yen fine.
Car Accidents: The Japanese consider you a professional driver, meaning we all have to exercise a higher standard of care when driving.  If you are in a car accident 1) wait for help to arrive 2) be completely cooperative and courteous with the police 3) be compassionate to the other person involved in the accident and 4) call the legal office.

Legal Readiness: All Air Force members assigned to PACAF must visit the Legal Readiness Program (LRP) located at https://lrp.hickam.af.mil as soon as possible!

Legal Services: Notaries, Power of Attorney
Monday-Friday
1000 – 1500



   Walk-In Legal Assistance
Mon, Wed, Thur
0900 – 1000







Tuesday

1300 - 1400

